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B

rethren:

Many religions have rites, ceremonies, and specific days or times of the year when adherents
remember and honor those who are gone. October is the month of Halloween, which, as this
month’s lead article explains in more detail, is a modernized rendition descending from a variety of names and phrases which, through the course of history, have traced the blending of
Samhain, the ancient Celtic remembrance of the dead, with later similar Catholic observances
that rode in on the multi-centurial coattails of the Roman occupation of Celtic lands that began
almost two thousand years ago.
Despite it’s modern connotations, Halloween yet retains, in some measure, its historical character as a celebration of the end of the harvest season and a time to remember our forebears.
Let us then, as modern Freemasons, take extra care at this time of year to remember our Masonic forebears, who brought to this continent and this country, as well as to the rest of the
globe, the Masonic philosophy of enlightenment, of morality, truth, and brotherly love for all
mankind, as we ever strive to learn to think and act accordingly.

Dave
One of the long-running features of the 18th District Light results from the monthly quest to find a simple image that pictorializes the concept of “traveling” to grace the This Month’s
Events page and to highlight the DL motto, Traveling ... it’s
what we do! Although, in the past, the image has typically been
rather simplistic, this month I was struck by a highly detailed
painting thematic to the season. I chose to use a cropped down
version of the artwork for this month’s illustration. But at left I
present the full painting, The Headless Horseman Pursuing
Ichabod Crane, by John Quidor (1858). Happy Halloween!

The world is my country, all mankind are my
brethren, and to do good is my religion.
— Thomas Paine
BACK ISSUES OF THE 18TH DISTRICT LIGHT CAN BE FOUND AT:
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B1zPsUAMCi4Oc0YxSTBKS18xYUk
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18 Masonic District

BBQ, Blues,
Blues, &
&
BBQ,
Blood Drive
Drive
Blood
Give the Gift of Life

Food, Music, and Masonic Goodwill in Action!
Please join us for support, even if you cannot donate yourself!

Proceeds from BBQ sales will fund future blood drives!

WHEN:

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2018
11:00 am – 3:00 pm

WHERE: Laurel Lodge No. 237
629 Stone Road, Laurel Springs, NJ
Please reserve your blood donation appointment.
Contact Scott Vicari at (856)952-3459
— or —
Sign Up Online … fast and convenient … at:
https://tinyurl.com/MasonsLaurelLodge237Oct2018
For Your Health and Convenience, Prepare Properly For
Your Donation:
All Donors
 Eat well and drink plenty
of water prior to your donation

 Get a good night’s sleep
 Bring Photo ID

receive a FREE
Hot Dog and
Drink!

By 18th District Light Editor, WB David A. Frankel, Rising Sun Lodge No. 15

T

here are, no doubt, many stories in history that have no specific Masonic connection. Yet, if one
looks closely and diligently enough, the pervasiveness of Masons and Freemasonry throughout
the last 300-plus years increases the likelihood that we will find, somewhere, some sort of connection
to a Mason who lived, influenced, or otherwise touched many a tale with no other particular Masonic
ties. Halloween being the October “holiday” that at once symbolizes both our fascination with all
things mystical and spooky and (at least in this part of the world) our sensory transition from the hot,
green-leafed days of Summer to the brisk golden-leafed days of Autumn, a brief study of the origins
and traditions surrounding “All Hallows Eve,” and a search for any Masonic connection, seemed an
appropriate undertaking for this issue of the 18th District Light. And so . . .
THE MOST ANCIENT ORIGINS OF HALLOWEEN

S

ome two thousand years ago, the ancient Celts, in what is now the British Isles and parts of northern France, celebrated their New Year with the annual festival of Samhain (pronounced sow’-in),
on or about what is now the transition from October 31st to November 1st on the modern calendar.
(The Celtic day began and ended at sunset.) The significance of the timing marked the end of the harvest season and the beginning of the long cold dark of winter, a time
then associated with both the end of the symbolic life of summer as
well as very real human death. This eve of the New Year was believed to be a time when the boundary between the worlds of the
living and the dead blurred. On that day, they celebrated Samhain,
believing it to be the time when the specters of the dead returned to
earth.
At this unique time of the year, the Druidic priests would call upon
the presence of the other-worldly spirits to assist them in making
their all-important predictions about the coming year and the futures
of the people. Huge sacred bonfires would be built, where the people gathered in costumes of masks and skins, often depicting animals, to burn sacrifices to their deities.
By the mid 40s A.D., the Romans had taken over most Celtic territory, which they occupied for the next four hundred years, during
which time two Roman festivals became intertwined with the Celtic celebration of Samhain. The first
was Feralia, a late October day devoted to commemorating the passing of the dead. The second was a
day honoring the Roman goddess of fruit and trees, Pomona. Pomona’s symbol was the apple, which
may be a first clue to the origins of the modern Halloween tradition of “bobbing” for apples.
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ALL SAINTS DAY

I

n Rome, on May 13, 609 A.D., Pope Boniface IV dedicated the Pantheon to Christian martyrs,
which act is credited with establishing the Catholic feast of All Martyrs Day. Pope Gregory III, at
some point during his reign from 731 to 741 A.D., though the precise year is seemingly unrecorded,
dedicated a chapel in St. Peter’s in honor of all saints on November 1st. The
two were later combined into the November 1st date and expanded to include
all saints and martyrs. In 837 A.D., Pope Gregory IV ordered its general observance.

By the 9th century Christian influence had permeated Celtic lands, where it
inevitably blended with and supplanted older Celtic ritual. In 1000 A.D., the
church designated November 2nd as All Souls’ Day. The period from October
31 to November 2 became known as Allhallowtide, a triduum (three-day period) dedicated to the memory of all the departed, saints, martyrs, and all good
Christians alike. In Celtic regions the period was celebrated in fashion similar
to Samhain, with bonfires, parades, and costumes portraying saints, angels and devils. The celebration
was also called All-hallowmas (from Middle English Alholowmesse, meaning All Saints’ Day) and
the evening beginning it, the traditional night of Samhain in the Celtic religion, began to be called AllHallows Even, or All-hallows Eve, or All-Hallows E’en, which eventually gave us Halloween.
HALLOWEEN COMES TO AMERICA

A

s the beliefs and customs of the different European ethnic groups and native Americans of early
colonial America began to mesh, a distinctly American version of Halloween began to emerge.
Public events held to celebrate the harvest began including the European elements of sharing stories of
the dead and fortunetelling, along with song and dance. Stories of the dead became ghost stories and
mischief-making of all kinds entered the picture. By the middle of the nineteenth century, although
fall festivities were common, Halloween was not yet celebrated everywhere in the country. It was the
flood of immigration in the second half of the nineteenth century, especially the millions of Irish fleeing the Irish Potato
Famine, that helped to spread and popularize the celebration
of Halloween nationally.
Americans began recalling older European customs and
would dress in costume, going house to house asking for
food or money, a practice that evolved into what today we
call “trick-or-treating.” In the late 1800s, probably due to religious influence, Halloween was being molded into a holiday that was more about community and neighborly get-togethers than about ghosts, pranks
and witchcraft, or going a-begging door to door. Halloween parties, focused on games, food, and costumes, for both children and adults, became the common celebrations of the day. Parents were encouraged by community leaders and the press to eliminate the scary and grotesque aspects of Halloween
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and for a while the day lost much of its supernatural and mystical nature.
Between the 1920s and 1950s, Halloween continued to evolve as a secular, community-centered holiday, with parades and parties. During this period, earlier innocent mischief began to transform into
vandalism, later virtually codified into the widespread, if substantially milder, tradition of “mischief
night.” By the 1950s, serious vandalism had been toned down and Halloween had become the childcentric holiday we know today. Trick-or-treating was revived and became a mainstay of the day.
A new American cultural and commercial tradition had been born. One quarter of all the candy sold in
America yearly is sold during the Halloween season. Americans spend an estimated six billion dollars
annually on Halloween, making it the country’s second largest commercial holiday after Christmas.
HARRY HOUDINI AND HALLOWEEN

B

ro. Houdini was a member of St. Cecile Lodge No. 568, New York City. In addition to being the
world-famous magician and escape artist we all know of, Bro. Houdini pursued a deep interest in
the paranormal that was inspired by the death of his mother. While pursuing
means of contacting her in the hereafter, he also became an accomplished
debunker of purported psychic abilities. He devoted his time to exposing
the many frauds and deceits practiced by con-artist mediums of his time,
often using his incredible skills to duplicate their performances and demonstrate how their frauds were perpetrated, all the while believing that what he
couldn’t disprove might well be the true path to contacting the beyond.
Reportedly, Houdini worked with Thomas Edison to develop a "delicate
psychic detecting instrument," intended to detect the presence or touch of
spirits on the other side. No evidence of the machine being built is known.
Although despite concerted effort, he never found evidence of a legitimate
channel to the next world, Houdini maintained a belief that communication
was possible, and made a pact with his wife, Bessie. They agreed that the
first of them to die would attempt to contact the one still living by a coded
message involving a pair of silver handcuffs they owned. No one knows the
full nature or extent of this coded message.
On October 26, 1926, during a demonstration at McGill University in
Montreal, Houdini received a blow to the stomach, which misled him into
ignoring the pain of an appendicitis attack shortly thereafter. At the end of a
performance given in Detroit, he collapsed and five days later, Harry Houdini died on Halloween, October 31, 1926, in old Grace Hospital in Detroit.
Through a decade of repeated effort, Bessie never received any communication from Houdini after his
death. On Halloween 1936, the 10th anniversary of his death, Bessie held a final séance in the very
hospital room in which Houdini died. He failed to appear, and she declared the search ended at last.
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Last year, we were assured by Grand Lodge that this year’s materials for the Educator of the Year Award would be sent out to
lodges in August, in order to give us the entire fall to get our programs organized. As of putting this issue “to bed,” we have not yet
seen or heard anything of the release of those materials. But we
wanted to remind everyone that NOW is the time to start planning
for selecting your Educator of the Year candidates.

Whether you obtain nominations from the school districts, educators’ groups, PTAs, or simply from your members, both the District Education Committee and your 18th District Light encourage
every Lodge in our district to familiarize themselves with the program materials as soon as they are made available to Secretaries
and to make a plan to nominate and select a worthy candidate. It’s
easy, it doesn’t take a big commitment in time or money to participate, and our educators deserve our support.
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by WB Scott Vicari PM, Night at the Races Committee Chairman, USS New Jersey Lodge No. 62
Ed. Note: No, it’s not a Marx Brothers movie. It’s one of the most outstanding events of the 18th District’s Masonic Year. The 18th
District Light is proud to be able to report on this outstanding example of Masonry in action, which illustrates the amazing success
that can be realized through brotherly cooperation, dedication and hard work, and partnering with our local communities. Our
thanks and heartiest congratulations go out the Brothers of USSNJ, Masonic friends and family who also worked on the event, and
especially to WB Scott Vicari, who has spearheaded this worthy charitable effort for two years in a row.

O

n Saturday, August 18, 2018, USS New Jersey Lodge No. 62 hosted its second annual Night at
the Races to benefit Semper Fido. Semper Fido is a non-profit 501c(3) organization that provides
service dogs to deserving veterans suffering from PTSD and Traumatic Brain Injury. All the dogs are sourced from rescue shelters
and evaluated for their intelligence and disposition. The dogs that
make the grade are then handpicked and paired with a specific veteran based on their specific needs and personality. The veteran and
dog train together for 8 months or longer to form a partnership,
founded in mutual trust and love, that allows the veteran to lead a
more normal life.

Night at the Races featured dinner from Mission BBQ, music,
video horse racing, a 50/50 and over 100 basket raffles. The prizes
were all donated from area businesses and from very generous individuals. Tina and Dave Garrison managed the raffles and, along
with help from Jackie and Sophia Vicari, solicited the majority of
the prizes. Prizes included 8 VIP passes to Frightland, Gift Certificates from the Dive Shop, Wawa, Burnz Cigars, Bill’s Wonderland of Pets, Dave & Busters, Vera Bradley and many, many others. RW Ray Garrison provided security for the evening.
The event was attended by over 250
people from the community including
many brothers and
their families from the
18th District. The event
built on the success of
last year and generated
over $14,500 in donations to Semper Fido.
A packed house of happy participants enjoyed the 2018 Night at the Races event
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B

rothers Michael Marcial and Alex Orbe once again ran the 50/50 raffle and collected $220 more
than last year. Debbie Martin, wife of USS NJ’s Senior Warden, Fred Martin, generously and graciously donated $500 to Semper Fido after winning the $860 50/50 prize!
We had eight lucky winner circle prize winners including
Brother William Halina from Laurel Lodge No. 237, who
won a $100 gift basket from Cartun Hardware. Wil also
donated an Eagles Plaque and mug set to be raffled. Tom
and Buffy Marks, owners of Magnolia Auto Body, who
both sponsored a race and bought a table of ten, won a
hand-carved baby cradle.

B

rother Jim Stapleton and his son Josh provided a
photo booth to add to the fun, and Sophia Vicari,
Miss Camden County, again Emceed the evening with
poise and polish, keeping the evening fun, entertaining
and on schedule.
Brother Casey Huston and his wife Mary Helen, Jackie
Vicari and WB John Dioszeghy, Mozart Lodge No. 121,
did the yeoman’s work of handling all the cash transactions, bet taking, and odds making for the races that eveParticipants look over the impressive array
of prizes and auction baskets

ning. Jim and Candy Butler greeted all the
guests and handled the ticket sales at the
door. Brother John Sari helped Dave and
Tina Garrison sell basket raffle tickets and
RW Dan Walker and his wife Lisa ensured there was plenty to eat and drink
throughout the night. Everyone helped
clean up at the end including USSNJ
Worshipful Master Leroy (Jack) Myers
and his wife Janet.

T

he Brothers of USS New Jersey
Lodge No. 62 are proud to honor the
service of our disabled veterans by holding Night at the Races and plan and hope
to continue this nascent annual tradition,
with Semper Fido remaining the beneficiary for the foreseeable future.

Emcee, Miss Camden County Sophia Vicari, and Event
Organizer WB Scott Vicari announce one of the winners
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by WB Martin Bogardus, Collingswood-Cloud Lodge No. 101

I

was fortunate recently to stumble across an internet reference to a 1915 film entitled Are You a
Mason? starring stage and screen legend John Barrymore. Sadly, no copy of the film exists today, at least
not that I was able to ascertain, and so I have few
qualms about bringing you this report, as I doubt that
“spoilers” are a concern. Among other things, the
story reportedly explores from a comedic standpoint
the matter of what might happen to someone who
tries to impersonate a Freemason, and whether or not
they could get away with it successfully.
The full tale and backstory of the film begins in Temesvar, Hungary — January 6, 1865 — with the
birth of one Leo Ditrichstein, the son of an Austrian
nobleman and grandson of novelist Joseph Von Eltoos. Leo was educated in Vienna, but spent his early years in Berlin, where he made his stage debut.
His reputation grew and he was coaxed into appearing in America.

D

itrichstein already spoke several other languages, and learned English quickly while in the States.
He joined John Drew's theatre company in New York City and made his American stage debut in
Die Ehre in 1890. He had great successes in Trilby and Hedda Gabler, but he also appeared in plays
which he himself wrote or co-wrote. He penned romances, dramas, melodramas, even a musical. He
also wrote comedies, and one of them was Are You a Mason?

The play was adapted from the German Die Logenbrüder, written by Carl Laufs and Curt Kraatz.
Ditrichstein managed to find financial backing and the show went on at Wallack's Theatre, New York
City, opening on April Fool's Day 1901. Ditrichstein staged it and played one of the roles, but it was
not a success. It closed after only thirty-two performances. Ditrichstein mounted it again later that
year. It opened this time on the 19th of August at the Garrick Theatre and closed, once again, after
thirty-two performances! He revived it for a third time. It premiered at the Garrick on September 5,
1904. And it closed — after sixteen performances. A copy of Ditrichstein’s script, published by Samuel French (a name well-known to anyone who has performed in amateur or professional theater), is
available online at https://archive.org/details/areyoumason01ditr.

O

ur story might end here, but Are You a Mason? was later produced as a silent comedy film by Adolph Zukor and Charles Frohman. It was released on March 22, 1915 and distributed through
Paramount Pictures. Directed by Thomas N. Heffron, it starred John Barrymore as a young husband
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who pretends to join the Freemasons as an excuse to get
out of the house and was, of course, based on the play
by Leo Ditrichstein. The protagonist, a young bridegroom, manages to get out of all sorts of scrapes by pretending to be a Mason, supremely confident that he'll
either be rescued or forgiven by his "fellow" Masons.
When his wife invites here father, a Grand Master of
Masons, for a visit, things take a turn for the farcical
when it turns out that the father-in-law has been likewise falsely posing as a Mason for years, and for many
of the same reasons.
The film garnered good reviews for Barrymore and somewhat more mixed for the story from such
recognized and established sources as Louella Parsons, writing for the Chicago Herald, The New York
Dramatic Mirror, Moving Picture World reviewer Lynde Denig, and Variety. It was remade as a
talkie in 1934.

A

s a farce, the original story was essentially a case of the mistaken identities of the two men pretending to be Freemasons. However, in typical movie studio fashion, the title of the silent version
was changed to The Joiner in one of the releases. Even the plot was revised for the sound version. In
a British version, the lead character, one Amos Bloodgood, tells his wife for twenty years he spends
his Saturday nights with the freemasons, where he claims to be the Worshipful Master. She nags her
young son-in-law about joining the freemasons until he, too, finally pretends that he has.
Ditrichstein had nothing to do with the film productions except
providing his play for use as a screenplay. He last appeared on
the U.S. stage in 1924 and returned to Europe, living in Italy and
Austria before dying of heart disease in Vienna on 28 June 1928
at the age of 63.
What attracted my attention, perhaps even more than the tale of
Ditrichstein and the various plots of his play and its progeny,
was wondering whether anyone involved with the various incarnations of Are You a Mason? was, indeed, actually a Freemason? I found no evidence of Masonic membership for any of the
A silent movie theater glass slide from
people so far mentioned in this small dissertation. However,
1915 used to preview the film Are You A
there's one person I haven't mentioned, who starred in the very
Mason? with John Barrymore
first Broadway version of the play in 1901. Few people today
are likely to know that he was once an actor, but he is a household name as one of the all-time greats
of Hollywood cinema — and he was also a member of Prince of Orange Lodge No. 16 in New York.
So, the odd little ending to our tale is this: The question Are You a Mason could have been answered
in the resounding affirmative by the star of the show almost 106 years ago — Bro. Cecil B. De Mille.
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If you remain silent when Freemasonry is attacked, you condemn by your actions what your conscience approves.
— Rev. George Oliver

Ed. Note: If the above quotation or the picture below seem familiar, it may be because you tackled
last month’s puzzles and took note that the quotation formed the basis for the Masonic Cryptoquote.
Rev. Oliver is not exactly a household name among American Masons today, so it seemed fitting and proper to give him his just due
in this month’s Masonic Profile. The material presented below is
based on the entry in Mackey’s Encyclopedia of Freemasonry, and
the opinions, judgments, and most of the words are Bro. Mackey’s.

T

he Rev. George Oliver, D.D. was a most distinguished and
learned English Freemason. He was descended from an ancient
Scottish family of the same name, some of whom settled at Clipstone Park, Nottinghamshire in the time of James I.
The eldest son of the Rev. Samuel Oliver and his wife Elizabeth
(the daughter of George Whitehead, an early advocate of religious
freedom in England), George Oliver was born at Pepplewick on
November 5, 1782. He received a liberal education at Nottingham.
In 1803, at only twenty-one years of age, he was elected second
master of the Grammar School at Caiston, Lincoln. He married in 1805. In 1809 he was appointed to
the head mastership of King Edward's Grammar School at Great Grimsby. In 1813 he entered Holy
Orders in the Church of England, was ordained a Deacon, and made a Priest the following year. He
led a distinguished career, receiving his Doctor of Divinity in 1836, and remaining active until his
physical powers began to fail at the age of seventy-two. He was then obliged to place charge of his
various parishes in the care of curates and passed his remaining years in retirement at Lincoln. He
died March 3, 1867, at Eastgate, Lincoln.

T

o the literary world Doctor Oliver was well known as a laborious antiquary, and his works on ecclesiastical antiquities earned him a high reputation. But it is as the most learned Freemason and
the most indefatigable and copious Masonic author of his age that Doctor Oliver principally claims
our attention.
He inherited his love of Freemasonry from his father, the Rev. Samuel Oliver, who was an expert
Master of the work and the Chaplain of his Lodge. Doctor George Oliver was initiated by his father,
in the year 1801, in Saint Peter's Lodge, in the city of Peterborough. Being but nineteen years of age,
he was admitted by Dispensation during his minority in accordance with the then prevailing practice
as a Lewis, or the son of a Freemason. Under the tuition of his father, he made rapid progress in the
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rites and ceremonies then in use. He read with great attention every Masonic book within his reach,
and began to build what was destined to become a most impressive store of knowledge, which he
would afterward use with great benefit and advantage to the Craft.

S

oon after his appointment as Head Master of King Edward's Grammar School at Grimsby, he established a Lodge in the borough, the chair of which he occupied for fourteen years. So strenuous
were his exertions for the advancement of Freemasonry, that in 1812 he was enabled to lay the first
stone of a Masonic hall in the town, where, three years before, there had been scarcely a Freemason
residing. About this time he was exalted as a Royal Arch Mason in the Chapter attached to the Rodney
Lodge at Kingston-on-Hull. In Chapters and Consistories connected with the same Lodge he also received the advanced Degrees and those of Masonic Knighthood. In 1813, he was appointed a Provincial Grand Steward; in 1816, Provincial Grand Chaplain; and in 1832, Provincial Deputy Grand Master of the Province of Lincolnshire. These are all the official honors that he received, except that of
Past Deputy Grand Master, conferred, as an honorary title, by the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts.
In 1840, one Doctor Crucefix had undeservedly incurred the displeasure of the Grand Master, the
Duke of Sussex. Doctor Oliver became involved in the odium when he assisted in a public fraternal
demonstration in honor of his close friend and brother Crucefix. The Provincial Grand Master of Lincolnshire, Brother Charles Tennyson D'Eyncourt, then requested the resignation of Doctor Oliver as
his Deputy. Oliver complied with the resignation and withdrew from all active participation in the labors of the Lodge. The transaction was not considered by any means as creditable to the independence
of character or sense of justice of the Provincial Grand Master, and the Craft generally expressed their
indignation and their warm appreciation of the Masonic services of Doctor Oliver — an appreciation
marked by the presentation of a gift acquired by subscription of members of the Craft throughout the
kingdom.

D

octor Oliver's first contribution to the literature of Freemasonry, other than a few Masonic sermons, was a work entitled The Antiquities of Freemasonry, which was published in 1839. Next
came The Star in the East, intended to show, from the testimony of Masonic
writers, the connection between Freemasonry and religion.
In 1840 Oliver published twelve lectures on the Signs and Symbols of Freemasonry. His next important contribution was The History of Initiation in twelve
lectures, published in 1841, which professed to show the resemblances between ancient systems of initiation and the Masonic, and to trace them to a
common origin; a theory which, under some modification, has been very generally accepted by Masonic scholars. Following this was The Theocratic Philosophy of Freemasonry, a work focusing on the speculative character of the
Institution. A History of Freemasonry from 1829 to 1840 has proved a valuable
appendix to the work of Preston, an edition of which Oliver had earlier edited.
Rev. Oliver’s next — his most important, most interesting, and most learned production — was the
Historical Landmarks and other Evidences of Freemasonry Explained. No other work with such depth
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and amount of facts on the Masonic system had ever before been published by
any author, and it will forever remain a monument to Oliver’s vast research and
extensive reading.
Oliver’s other works produced for the instruction of the Craft are nearly innumerable. They include, to name but a few: Revelations of a Square, a sort of Masonic
romance, detailing in a fictitious form many of the usages of the last centuries;
The Golden Remains of the Early Masonic Writers, in five volumes; The Book of
the Lodge, a guide to the ceremonies of the Order; The
Symbol of Glory, intended to show the object and end of
Freemasonry; A Mirror for the Johannite Masons, in which
he discusses the question of the dedication of Lodges to the two Saints John;
and, The Origin and Insignia of the Royal Arch Degree! a title which explains
itself. Almost his last contribution to Freemasonry was his Institutes of Masonic
Jurisprudence, a book in which he expressed views of law that did not meet
with the universal concurrence of his English readers.

B

esides all his more elaborate works, Doctor Oliver was
a constant contributor to the early volumes of the London Freemasons Quarterly Review, and published a valuable article on the Gothic Constitutions in the
American Quarterly Review of Freemasonry. The great error of Doctor Oliver as
a Masonic teacher was a too easy credulity or a too great warmth of imagination,
which led him to accept without hesitation the crude theories of previous writers,
and to recognize documents and legends as unquestionably authentic whose
truthfulness subsequent researches have led most Masonic scholars to doubt or to
deny. His statements, therefore, as to the origin or the history of the Order, have
to be received with many grains of allowance. Yet it must be acknowledged that
no writer in the English language has ever done so much to elevate the scientific character of Freemasonry. Doctor Oliver was in fact the founder of what may well be called the Literary School of Freemasonry. Bringing to the study of the Institution an amount of archeological learning seldom surpassed, an inexhaustible fund of multifarious reading, and all the laborious researches of a genuine
scholar, he gave to Freemasonry a literary and philosophic character which has induced many succeeding scholars to devote themselves to those studies which he had made so attractive. To him must
be accredited the enviable title of the Father of Anglo-Saxon Masonic Literature.
Doctor Oliver's theory of the system of Freemasonry may be briefly stated in these words: He believed that the Order was to be found in the earliest periods of recorded history. It was taught by Seth
to his descendants, and practiced by them under the name of Primitive or Pure Freemasonry. It passed
over to Noah, and at the dispersion of mankind suffered a division into Pure and Spurious. Pure Freemasonry descended through the Patriarchs to Solomon, and thence on to the present day.
Ed. Note: As the illustrations show, many of Bro. Oliver’s works are still in print today. Those illustrated, and others, are available on Amazon.com.
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18th District MW&PM Association at 6:45pm before DLI at 7:30pm

Wednesday

Lodge/Location

January 10

Audubon-Parkside No. 218

February 14

Collingswood-Cloud No. 101
(@ Audubon Temple)

March 14

Laurel No. 237

April 11

Lazarus No. 303
(@ Haddonfield Temple)

May 9

USS New Jersey No. 62
(@ Haddonfield Temple)

June 13

Mozart No. 121
(@ Audubon Temple)

September 26

Rising Sun No. 15

October 10

Grand Lodge of Instruction
(@ Merchantville Temple)

November 7

Qualification Teams
(Location TBD)
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SUNDAY

LODGE

January 14
January 21
January 28
February 11
February 25
March 25
April 8
April 15
April 22
May 6
May 20
May 27
June 3
June 24
July 8
July 15
July 22
August 5
August 19
August 26
September 23
October 7
October 14
October 21
November 4
November 18
December 16
December 30

Merchantville
Collingswood-Cloud & Mozart
Rising Sun
USS New Jersey
Lazarus
Collingswood-Cloud & Laurel
Merchantville
Mozart
Rising Sun
USS New Jersey
Audubon-Parkside
Collingswood-Cloud
Lazarus
Laurel
Merchantville
Mozart
Rising Sun
USS New Jersey
Audubon-Parkside
Collingswood-Cloud
Laurel
Merchantville
Mozart
Rising Sun
USS New Jersey
Audubon-Parkside
Laurel
Merchantville
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AUDUBON-PARKSIDE LODGE No. 218
1st Friday @ Audubon Temple
305 East Atlantic Avenue
Audubon, NJ 08106
COLLINGSWOOD-CLOUD LODGE No. 101
2nd Tuesday @ Audubon Temple
305 East Atlantic Avenue
Audubon, NJ 08106
LAUREL LODGE No. 237
1st & 3rd Friday @ Laurel Temple
Atlantic Avenue and Stone Road
Laurel Springs, NJ 08021
LAZARUS LODGE No. 303
1st Monday @ Haddonfield Temple
16 East Kings Highway
Haddonfield, NJ 08033
MERCHANTVILLE LODGE No. 119
2nd & 3rd Friday @ Merchantville Temple
6926 Park Avenue
Merchantville, NJ 08109
MOZART LODGE No. 121
1st & 3rd Tuesday @ Audubon Temple
305 East Atlantic Avenue
Audubon, NJ 08106
RISING SUN LODGE No. 15
1st & 3rd Wednesday @ Haddonfield Temple
16 East Kings Highway
Haddonfield, NJ 08033
USS NEW JERSEY LODGE No. 62
3rd Monday @ Merchantville Temple
6926 Park Avenue
Merchantville, NJ 08109
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https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=5l3hgs9net006u7qph4neeoo08%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America%2FNew_York

Sun

Mon
1

2

LZ
7
8
MV Masonic
Home
Van Hook
Council

US
21
22
RS Masonic
Home

Wed
3 RS Speaker

29

4

Fri
5

Sat
6

RS Happy Hr

St. Stephen’s
Conclave

AP
LL

JGW’s
Reception
13
RS OPEN
HOUSE for
Haddonfield
Fall Festival

9

10

11

12

CC

GLI @MV

OES #140

MV

16

17

18

19

20
18th District

MZ FC°

RS FC°

23

24

BLOOD
DRIVE

LL
MV
25

@LL

26

27
MASONIC

LEADERSHIP
MZ Hayride

Zerubbabel

RS MM°
28

Thu

SW Tim Boyle:
Defining & Cultivating CharMZ
acter (before
Commandery lodge meeting) OES #140

Hi12

14
15
MZ Masonic
Hi12
Home

Tue

30

Scottish Rite
Dinner

MV Adult Halloween Party
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CONFERENCE

MASONIC HOME VISITATIONS
Sunday, October 7 — Merchantville
Sunday, October 14 — Mozart
Sunday, October 21 — Rising Sun
AP = Audubon-Parkside
CC = Collingswood-Cloud
LL = Laurel

LZ = Lazarus
MV =Merchantville
MZ = Mozart

RS = Rising Sun
US = USSNJ
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The following pages are intended to promote
Masonic events and are offered as a courtesy by
the 18th District Light to the event sponsors.
The 18th District Light is not responsible for
the accuracy of the information, cancellations,
nor for accepting reservations. For information
or reservations for an event, please follow the
instructions given in the event flyer.

Traveling
It’s What We Do
20
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OPEN TO ALL!

Friday, Oct. 5, 2018
Starts at 5:00 pm

Stay
Stay as
as long
long as
as you
you want!
want!

$5.00 donation requested
BYO
BYO to
to SHARE
SHARE encouraged
encouraged
Join us to kickoff your
Friday night, before heading out
for the rest of your evening!
For further information or to let us know you’re coming:
Jeff Earnhart at jearnha@gmail.com OR (856) 834-6854

ALSO PARTICIPATING
Lazarus Lodge No. 303
Order of the Eastern Star - Haddonfield Chapter No. 140

Building Tours,
Refreshments,
and Much More!
16 Kings Hwy East
Haddonfield
(Near the PATCO
Station end of
downtown)

Pick One Out, Paint It,
Take it Home!

Please Join Us for our
ritual degrees to be conferred
in October

Fellowcraft Degree
Wednesday, October 17, 2018
See the stair lecture
performed on an
actual Winding Stairway!

Master Mason Degree
Tuesday, October 23, 2018
Please note the day—
not Rising Sun’s
usual meeting day.

Be our guest for dinner at 6:30 PM, Lodge opens at 7:30 PM.
Please let us know if you’re coming for dinner — Contact:
JW Mike Supnick, msupnick51320@gmail.com - or - (856) 220-3246

th

18 Masonic District

BBQ, Blues,
Blues, &
&
BBQ,
Blood Drive
Drive
Blood
Give the Gift of Life

Food, Music, and Masonic Goodwill in Action!
Please join us for support, even if you cannot donate yourself!

Proceeds from BBQ sales will fund future blood drives!

WHEN:

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2018
11:00 am – 3:00 pm

WHERE: Laurel Lodge No. 237
629 Stone Road, Laurel Springs, NJ
Please reserve your blood donation appointment.
Contact Scott Vicari at (856)952-3459
— or —
Sign Up Online … fast and convenient … at:
https://tinyurl.com/MasonsLaurelLodge237Oct2018
For Your Health and Convenience, Prepare Properly For
Your Donation:
All Donors
 Eat well and drink plenty
of water prior to your donation

 Get a good night’s sleep
 Bring Photo ID

receive a FREE
Hot Dog and
Drink!

Merchantville Lodge No. 119
F&AM Square Club
6926 Park Ave. Pennsauken, NJ 08109

Adult Halloween Costume
Dinner and Dance Party
B Y O B

Saturday, Oct 27, 2018
Buffett Dinner

DJ Entertainment

Cost

Beer Included

with

$20 per

Soda

Special Guest

Person

And Set Ups

Singing

$40 per

Provided

Sensation

Couple

KEVIN
PETERSON
Contact Dave Martin for tickets: 609-346-6433 or
email dave.martinjr@me.com
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JUNIOR GRAND WARDEN'S RECEPTION
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6TH
New Jersey Freemasons and their friends and family
are invited to attend the Official Visit of

Most Worshipful Roger B. Quintana
Grand Master of Masons of the State of New Jersey
Masonic Charity Foundation Chairman

Open Reception in Honor of

R.W. David L. Tucker
Junior Grand Warden
Saturday, October 6, 2018
$60 per person
at the Masonic Fellowship Center
1114 Oxmead Road, Burlington, NJ 08016
Social Hour 4:00 PM, Reception 5:00 PM, Dinner 6:30 PM
Questions? Contact RW Butch Elliott
www.newjerseygrandlodge.org/jgw-reception/

RSVP BY: September 28, 2018
$60 Per Person
Checks Payable to: "Team Tucker 2021"
No tickets will be issued

Are you an “Information Mason?”
Are you looking for more “light” in Masonry?
Do you seek the challenges of Masonic scholarship?
Do you enjoy crafting and presenting your own work?
Do you appreciate the fellowship of like-minded brothers?
If so, you are already an “Information Mason” in your heart,
so . . . Why not make it official?!


Join the New Jersey Lodge of Masonic Research and Education No. 1786
and add a new dimension to your Masonic activities.
The purpose of the New Jersey Lodge of Masonic Research and Education
is to foster the education of the Craft at large
through prepared research and open discussion of topics concerning
Masonic history, symbolism, philosophy, and current events.
Our lodge meets on the second Saturdays of March, June, September and December
at Hightstown-Apollo Lodge No. 41, 535 North Main Street, Hightstown.

To learn more, visit our website at http://njlore1786.org
or contact Bro. Martin Bogardus at mbb08021@comcast.net

All Master Masons are welcome at our meetings!

Âg{x axÄáÉÇ jA VÜt|z [|z{ gãxÄäx VÄâuÊ
Is looking for “A Few Good Men”!

Open to ALL Master Mason
in Good Standing
Meets 1st & 3rd Mondays
every month
12:00 Noon
Lamp Post Diner
1378 Little Gloucester Rd
Clementon, NJ
You don’t have to be retired to be a member of High
Twelve, you just have to be a Master Mason in good
standing who can make the meetings. Of course, most
members are retired, but if you have Mondays off, or go
to work in the afternoon, or — like a certain Past President and current Treasurer — you can arrange your work
schedule for an extended lunch, you are welcome to join
us. Our meetings usually offer a speaker, and always offer
good food and good fellowship.

Come out and join us.
Your first lunch is on us.!
For further Information
Contact RW Ray Thorne, PGT
at (To be determined)
or E-mail: (To be determined)
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Five friends, Andy, Jane, Max, Pam, and Sam, went trick-or-treating together for Halloween,
dressed (not necessarily in this order) as a Witch, a Vampire, a Devil, a Cat, and a Skeleton. At
some point along the way, each of the friends tired and left to go home. The next morning, they
met up again to exchange candies, so that each could have their favorites, which were (again, not
necessarily in this order) Reese’s, M&Ms, Snickers, Starburst, and Milky Way. From the following
clues, can you figure out who wore what costume, in what order they left the group, and what
each friend's favorite candy is? A pre-made “logic grid” is provided for your convenience.
1) The five friends are Max, the Witch, the girl who likes Starburst, the boy who dressed as a
Devil, and the person who left the group 3rd.
2) Andy (who does not like Milky Way) left sometime after Max and immediately before Sam.
3) Pam likes Starburst and she left after Sam.
4) The friends left the group in this order: the one who likes Reese's, the Witch, Andy, the one
who likes Milky Way, and Pam.
5) The Skeleton likes M&M's.
6) The Vampire was not the last to go home.

INSTRUCTIONS
Use the logic grid and the
clues to eliminate the impossible by placing an X in the appropriate boxes. Use an O to
mark affirmative choices when you are sure of something. For example, clue 3 tells us that Pam likes Starburst, so we have placed an O in the appropriate box
and Xs in the others that are no longer possible. The
illustrations are for artistic effect only, are not reflective
of the facts given, and should not be used in deducing
your answers. Good luck, and Happy Halloween!
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Puzzle Solutions

TRUTH IS NOT LOST,

5) Pam is the Cat who likes
Starburst

YET IT MUST BE

4) Sam is the Devil who likes
Milky Way

SOUGHT FOR AND

3) Andy is the Skeleton who likes
M&M's

FOUND.

2) Jane is the Witch who likes
Snickers

— MANLY P. HALL

1) Max is the Vampire who likes
Reese's

Masonic Cryptoquote
(From The Lost Keys of Freemasonry)

Trick-or-Treat?!
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